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English Learners   

 
Who is an English Learner? 
An English Learner (EL) is defined in California as a child who does not speak English or whose native 
language is not English and who is not currently able to perform ordinary classroom work in English. 
 
How is a student determined to be an English Learner K-12? 
Home Language Survey (HLS) is completed: 
This form is given to parents/guardians of pupils at the time of first enrollment in a California public school 
to determine what language is used in the home.  The responses to questions on this survey determine if a 
student is to be assessed in order to determine if he or she is an English Learner (EL).  However, if you have 
reasonable suspicion a student is an English Language Learner, you are obligated to test.  Parents cannot opt 
out of this testing.  It is a federal regulation. 

 
California English Language Development Test (CELDT) is administered: 
CELDT is mandated by state and federal regulations.  It is required for K-12 students to take the CELDT 
within 30 calendar days after they are enrolled in a California public school for the first time to determine if 
they are English Learners.  CELDT  has 3 purposes: 

1)  Identify those who are limited English proficient 
2)  Determine the level of English language proficiency 
3)  Assess progress of limited English proficient students in acquiring listening, speaking, reading,   

and writing skills 
 

The CELDT must be given to students identified as English learners once a year as per the school district’s 
evaluation process until they are reclassified as fluent English proficient (RFEP). 
Students with disabilities who participate in the CELDT may use variations, accommodations, and/or 
modifications as specified in their individualized education program (IEP) or Section 504 Plans. A list of 
allowable variations, accommodations and modifications is outlined in “Matrix 1, Matrix of Test Variations, 
Accommodations and Modifications for Administration of California Statewide Assessments.” (See Section 
3.)  The new assessment that will replace CELDT will be ELPAC with a targeted administration date of 
2016-2017.  The ELPAC will potentially be a spring administration.  If the IEP team determines the student 
is not able to take CELDT and should take alternate assessment, the alternate assessment given must align 
with standards and assess in four domains:  listening, speaking, reading and writing.  One such assessment is 
the VCCALPS from Ventura County SELPA.  (www.venturacountyselpa.com) 
  
What are the identification and assessment requirements for Special Education students who are 
English Learners (EL)? 
All students in Pre K through age 22 are to be identified as EL for purposes of Special Education assessment 
and in IEPs per federal regulations. 
 
Assessment materials and procedures which are used for these students are to be selected and administered 
so as not to be racially, culturally or sexually discriminatory.  Unless it is clearly not feasible, the materials 
and procedures shall be provided in the pupil’s native language or mode of communication. Therefore, tests 
and assessments are administered in the language and form most likely to yield accurate information on what 
the pupil knows and can do academically, developmentally, and functionally.  If it is clearly not feasible to 
administer tests in the oral and written language of the individual’s primary language, then an interpreter 
must be used and the assessment report shall document this use. To address all socio-cultural factors, four 
sources of information are recommended: 

1)  norm referenced assessments in English and primary language  



3 
 

2)  criterion-referenced tests  
3)  systematic observation in educational environments  
4)  structured interviews with student, parent, teachers, etc.   

 
If primary language assessments are not available, it is best practice to use non- language measures to inform 
identification decisions.  Common language proficiency tests currently used are:  ADEPT- A developmental 
English Proficiency Test; LAS-Language Assessment Scales; Woodcock-Munoz Language Survey and 
Language Assessment Battery.  See attached for common bilingual assessment tools. 
 
What are the report requirements following a Special Education evaluation for students who are 
English Learners (EL)? 
The report shall include the impact of language, cultural, environmental and economic factors in learning.  It 
shall also include how standardized tests and techniques were altered.  If interpreters were used or 
translations for tests were included in the assessment, the report shall include a statement of validity and 
reliability related to the use of the assessments. The examiner’s level of language proficiency in the language 
of the student and the effect on test and overall assessment results shall be included in the assessment report.  
If requested by the parent, the report shall be translated into the primary language of the parent. 
Recommendations for linguistically appropriate goals shall be included in the report. 
 
What are the IEP requirements for students who are English Learners (EL)? 
For individuals whose native language is other than English, linguistically appropriately goals and objectives 
are required.  Linguistically appropriate goals must align to the student’s present levels of performance in 
language proficiency (aligned to CELDT or an alternative assessment). Programs and services for the 
English Learner shall also be included in the IEP.  Such programs and services do not require placement in a 
specific classroom. The IEP shall contain the CELDT results or alternative assessment results in the case of 
an individual who has such severe disabilities that it has been determined that he/she cannot take the 
CELDT.  The IEP will document how English Language Development (ELD) needs will be met in terms of 
programs, services and instruction.  If the student needs primary language support, that need will be stated in 
the IEP, along with the language of instruction to be used. 
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